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BY FAX and Original BY AirMAIL 



ATTN TO- Wankui DI, Esq. 
COOPER & DUNHAM LLP. 
1185 Avenue of the Americas, 
New York, N.Y. 10036 
U.S.A. 

Re: U.S. Patent Application No. 10/030,338 
YourReF P1ZS1146A 
Sony Reft S01P0483CNOO 
QurReF S835CN 



Dear Mr. Wankui DI: 

Thank you for your letter of June 8, 2005 regarding the above-referenced 
application. 

We are enclosing herewith a copy of Sony comments describing the purpose of this 
application and US agent's proposed Amendment, both of which were made for 
corresponding US application. Although the US case has different cited references from 
the CN case, the information would be helpful. Could you please modify the current 
claims with reference to the US case so as to clarify the purpose of this application, and 
prepare and nle a suitable response and a reexamination no later than August 13. 2005. 
If you have any queries, do not hesitate to contact us. 

We would like you to keep us informed of further developments and appreciate 
your kind cooperation in this matter. 



Encl. 
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Tokyo, 



July 27, 2005 



ATTN TO: Wankui DI. Esq. 
COOPER & DUNHAM LLP. 
1185 Avenue of the Americas, 
New York. N.Y. 10036 
U.S. A. 



Dear Mr. Wankui DI: 

Thank you for your letter of June S, 2005 regarding the above-referenced 
application. 

We are enclosing herewith a copy of Sony comments describing the purpose of this 
application and US agent's proposed Amendment, both of which were made for 
corresponding US application. Although the US case has different cited references from 
the CN case, the information would be helpful. Could you please modify the current 
claims with reference to the US case so as to clarify the purpose of this application, and 
prepare and file a suitable response and a reexamination no later than August 13. 2005. 
If you have any queries, do not hesitate to contact us. 

We would like you to keep us informed of further developments and appreciate 
your kind cooperation in this matter. 



U.S. Patent Application No. 10/030,338 
Your Kef- PIZS1146A 
Sony Ref SO1P0483CN00 

Our Ref S835CN 



Very truly yours 




TAN ABE PATENT OFFICE 



Encl. 
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The main purpose of this application is to provide a magnetic head having a flat 
surface FHl and a rotary head drum having a window WD1 placed within the 
cylindrical surface of the head drum (not on the edge of the cylindrical surface of the 
head drum) capable of producing sufficient head to tape contact using the negative 
pressure mechanism. 

We think that the expression "a smooth flat surface with a concave channel located 
beyond an edge of said surface" may miss-lead the Examiner, for the channel Chi is 
located between the head FHl and the window WD1 and not placed on the head 
surface. (See Figs. 1 and 7) So, please review Claim 2 to dearly express the 
embodiment described in Pigs. 1 and 7. 

Also, we think that the expression "a smooth flat surface or a smooth curved surface 
having a curvature grater than a curvature of a rotary drum" may miss-lead the 
Examiner, for this surface means a open space area of the window WD1 or a surface 
made by the window WDl and the tape MT having the air film when the rotary 
drum is rotated. So, please review Claim 4 to clearly express that "the magnetic 
head having a flat surface or a smooth curved surface having a curvature grater 
than the curvature of the rotary drum is placed within the cylindrical drum surface, 
and the head gap (head element HEl) is placed in a range where the magnetic tape 
MT is close to the minimum distance (in non-contact state having rising amount flo) 
capable of producing mutual magnetic recording or reproducing". (See Figs.'l and 
7.) 

In cited US 2OO2/00S053S Al, Ozue et al describes the magnetic head having a 
sliding face being a concave shape from the head surface, but in our application, 
head surface has only a Bmooth flat surface ox a smooth curved surface having a 
curvature grater than the curvature of the rotary drum and have no concave on it. 

Please make one more effort in amending the claims suitable to overcome the 
Examiner's opinion of rejection and in making these claims in allowable condition. 

Best regards. Hiroyuki Suzukawa 

E-mail address : Hiroyuki.Su2ukawa@jp.sony.cam 



PAGE 2/11* RCVD AT 7127/2005 5:20:55 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:+813 5745 0640 ' DURATION (mm-ss):02-24 
Copied from 10030338 on 08/10/2005 



2005-07-27 18:23 JEft-US COOPER M jaSfflJE-HiZHWrlSRBr 



T-867 P. 003/01 1 U-744 



j^rommer Lawrence & Haug lu- 

745 Fifth avenue New York, New York 10151 

T£L (212) 588-0800 FaX. (212) 583-0500 



July 12, 2005 



Wtulhm S. Fwxoaa 
VnmstF. Lawrence 

LDCAilH. Halc 
pLuthev K. Ryan 
Sabry S. White 
Chqma3 J. Kowalsq 
uhnB Lane 
1«b.C. Bjww> 
Stoven M. Amuhmon 

iAHUJffl MaTTKES B»OCAN 



VIA FACSIMILE AND AIR MAIL 

Mr. Shigeraoto Tanabe 
Tanabe Patent Office 
Tokiwa Building 5F 
6-4, Osaki 3-chome 
Shmagawa-ku, Tokyo 141-0032 



eiCw-Ti A Hovhiek 
Uvuu>R. Sajvtucci 
Uch»w> E.Pajuk 

"<wierF. FLeminc 
ohn C Taylob 
Ixvtk F. Mltchy 
lbthub L. Hqag 
iam>ra Kuzwch, Ph.O. 
Stephen J. T im 



'CAUL Tmc Linc SlEV 

Pendy IL Stein 
syce V. Lot 
IillqmKw 

£3LE C.ALLEN- 
CatHa^D "W2h£h 
ohjelS.Lep' 

I SaHah Pass 
cott A. Clabk 
"hdmas F. Pbessqn 
man J. Maibn 

KfflEBT T. HfiNBMt 

mnJ Mdumu,PhJ> 

eanE Rtpwi- 



'houas A Neeuliruii 
UnD J. HalSm, Ph.D.- 
'ebobahL. Lc,PhJ). 



Re: U.S. Patent Appln. Serial No. 09/980,887 
YourRef.: S835US 
SonyRef.: SO1PO483US00 
QurRef.: 450108-03119 

Dear Mr. Tanabe: 

Thank you for your letter of June 25, 2005. 

In accordance with your instructions, we enclose our second proposed Amendment 
for responding to the Final Office Action that issued in this application on April 19, 
2005. 

We amended independent claims 2 and 4. We believe that this proposed 
Amendment will not be entered since it adds limitations to the claims. Therefore, 
we recommend filing a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) with the 
Amendment. This will force the Examiner to enter the Amendment After Final and 
continue prosecution based on the amended claims. We will file an RCE with the 
Amendment unless instructed otherwise. 

Please advise us if the proposed Amendment is acceptable. We will not file the 
proposed Amendment until you authorize us to do so. 

Please note that the due date for responding to the Office Action is July 19, 2005. 
but can be extended on a month-by-month basis to October 19, 2005, upon paying 
extension-of-time fees. 



Sincerely yours, 



Thomas F. Presson 
TFP:dxb 



RECEIVED 
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California Office 
4660 La JOLLa Village Db Suite 850 San Deco Ca 92122 
Tel, (858) 731-5000 Fax (858) 731-5001 
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Applicants 
Serial No. 
For 

Filed 
Examiner 
Art Unit 

Confirmation No. 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Jun Takayama, et al. 
09/980,887 



MAGNETIC HEAD, RECORDING/REPRODUCING 
METHOD FOR TAPE MAGNETIC RECORDING 
MEDIUM, AND ROTARY MAGNETIC HEAD 
MECHANISM 

October 29, 2001 

Mark S. Blouin 

2653 

1946 

745 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10151 
(212)588-0800 
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I htreby certify that th,s correspondence is I „ „ VK ^ 

I he United Saiw Postal Service is first class mml in an envelope 
addressed to Msu'l Stop AF Commissioner fur Patents, P.O. 
Box 1«S0, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on the dale shown 



Thomas F Presson, Reg No 4l,««2 



Name of Applicant, Assignee or Registered fteprci 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.116 

Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed on April 19, 2005, having a three-month 
statutory period for response set to expire on July 19, 2005, Applicants respectfully request the 
Examiner to amend the above-identified application as follows. 
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Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 
page 3 of this paper. 

Remarks/ Arguments begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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